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i^XTRACT FROM MINUTES. 

Saturday, 13 May, 1854. 
Upon motion of Kev. W. Gr. Eliot, — 

Resolved— That we have heard with much pro- 
fit the Report of Judge Pirtle, and that it be referred 
to the Executive Committee to be printed. 

Resolved — However, that imder our organiza« 
tion. as the Conference of Western Unitarian 
Churches, we have no right to adopt any statement 
of belief as authoritative, or as a declaration of 
Unitarian Faith, other than the New Testament 
itself, which is the divinely authorized rule both of 
faith and practice. 

Resolved — That we earnestly recommend to 
the churches and societies here represented by us, 
to adhere more and more closely to the direct in- 
structions of our Lord Jesus Christ ; that we may 
become living branches of the true vine, and bring 
forth the Christian fruit of good works to the glory 
of God. 

Upon motion, N. P. Sprague, Esq. — 

Resolved — That the above Resolutions be pub- 
lished as a preface to the Report. 

(Signed) W. D. HALEY, 

SECRETARY OF OOliTFEIUSIfCE. 



REPORT ON 

UNITARIAN VIEWS OF CHRIST. 



PBISBRTKD BT 



CHANCELLOR PIETLE. 



RESOLUTION. 

At the Conference held at St. Louis last May, 
the following Preamble and Resolutions were in- 
troduced and referred to a Committee : — 

**As there is misunderstanding of the views of 
Unitarian Christians on importitnt subjects, it is 
deemed proper to make some declaration in refer- 
ence thereto. 

" Resolved — That we regard Jesus Christ not 
as a mere inspired man, but as the Son of God ; 
the messenger of the Father to men, miraculously 
sent ; the mediator between God and man ; the 
redeemer of the world : That we regard the mir- 
acles of the New Testament as facts, on which 
the gospel is based." 

That Committee have had the same under con- 
sideration, and now respectfully present this as 
their Report. 



REPORT. 

We think there is much misunderstanding 
of what is believed, and what is not believed, 
by Unitarian ^Christians ; and that it is proper 
at this time to make a short statement of our 
faith, with regard to some matters about which 
it is probable we are most misunderstood and 
misrepresented. It is due to the cause of the 
truth we hold, that we shall not be deemed to 
hold what is opposed to this truth. If we be- 
lieve the miracles of the New Testament, and 
hold them to be the historical foundation of the 
Gospel, it is not proper that we allow ourselves 
to be represented to any men as disbelieving, or 
holding other views. We who believe in Christ 
should profess Christ ; and it is a part of this 
duty to our Saviour, not to allow ourselves to 
be placed with any who do not honor his name. 
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We know there have been sincere and pious 
persons who have held that the Saviour's exis- 
tence commenced on earth, but t^rho also have 
held to his divine authority — as one speaking 
from God — ^in whom was the manifestation of 
God to men. And there are yet some who hold 
such a view, whose christian walk, whose pious 
lives, are not less exemplary than the lives of 
those who hold otherwise. None but God has 
dominion over their faith. 

Should it be said by any, that it is not im- 
portant whether we believe that Jesus was a 
mere inspired man, or above all mankind — that 
the fullness and authority of the Heavenly 
Father could be made to dwell in a man, as well 
as in one surpassing all angels and archangels; 
to such we say, all Divine Truth is important; 
and whatsoever has been revealed concerning 
the character of the Heavenly Messenger, can 
not but be worthy of our very highest attention 
and veneration. 

If it had pleased the Almighty, our salvation 



UNITARIAN VIEWS. 11 

could have been wrought out by a man. This 
we cannot deny, unless we suppose a limitation 
to the infinite power of the Deity. But what in 
His wisdom, has been done, is our inquiry, not 
what might have been done. 

We profess to rely on the Holy Scriptures 
as our guide in all matters of Christian Faith. 
We reject the authority of man, and turn with 
reverence and trust to what is taught by God. 
We offer no creed to our fellow men — we can^ 
not make any. We reject the creeds made by 
other men, because we have the same Revela- 
tion which they had, and have reason to believe, 
as a matter of history, that what was written 
down by them to bind after generations, was 
not free from outward, temporary influence, and 
was not the offspring of more intelligence, and 
more enlightened piety than belong to succeed- 
ing ages. We do not withhold a suitable 
deference for the opinions of our fellow men in 
this day, or in former days. Regard for the 
belief of men, as some evidence of truth, is 
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natural and proper ; but it is often delusive, and 
a blind submission to it takes away all inde- 
pendent thought, and fixes a false basis of re- 
ligious faith. The opinion of millions cannot 
supersede the Scriptures. We dare not yield 
them an instant, to the creed of succeeding 
millions. A creed* that was a part of the 
liturgy of the whole christian world for centu- 
ries, — though not admitted by any council as 
far as we know — and which is still contained 
in the liturgies of the majority of all Christians, 
was rejected by the general convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church held at Wilming- 
ton in October, 1786, and is rejected by all 
Protestant Christians in America. Here is a 
memorable instance where the authority of ages, 
and of genel-ations that filled the world, was 
made to give way to thought, to investigation, 
to progress. 

I. As the subject of the trinity is necessarily 

* Called tho Athanaeian Cro«d. 
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connected with what we hold in regard to the 
person of Christ, it is deemed proper to oflfer a 
few thoughts on that doctrine, without pretend- 
ing to discuss the subject at large. 

We cordially believe in the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, and in all that the Scriptures teach 
in regard to them. But while we thus believe, 
we reject the doctrine of a Deity in three per- 
sons, because it is not revealed in the Scrip- 
tures. God is there, as He is in Nature, declared 
to be one. There is no such word as trinity in 
the Bible; and there is no such declaration 
there, as that there are three persons and one 
God. To be a person, in the sense in which the 
word is now used, is to have a separate or inde- 
pendent consciousness; the word absolutely 
implies this.* The Great Creator has so form- 
ed the minds of all men, that num^, and the 
distinction of one thing, ornumber, ^romano^^ 

* This ii from the Latin word PBBSOifA, which as often meant chap 
raoter or representation, as the indlridual man or heing. In that 
sense it was probably used by such of the earlier Ohrittians as pro- 
fessed to be Trinitarians; and in sutih a sense as thai, we do not 
oy]s|ect to the dooirine of the Trinity. 
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thing, or number, cannot be removed by any 
eflfort. This is God's law of our hinds. 
We can conceive of the truth of hundreds of 
things that are mysterious to us ; and we can 
believe things that we cannot understand* All 
around is filled with mystery. All life is mys- 
tery. But there is a great difference between a 
mystery, or something we do not understand, 
and a cmUradiciion^ or an absurdity. We cannot 
believe a contradiction; we cannot believe an 
absurdity. We may assent to it, and think we 
believe it, because it is written down for us by 
what we have been taught to regard as holy 
authority ; but we do not. We might as well 
take the thought of number, the conception of 
identity and of difference from the human mind, 
as to believe that three persons (which implies, 
as the word means now, thrte beings, as far as 
distinct consciousness is x^ncemed) can be one 
person, and that one person caii be three per- 
eons* God was proclaimed as one person from 
Sinai — was held to be one person by those 
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among whom our Lord walked in this world ; 
was prayed to as such by those who worshiped 
where he taught his doctrine — in the Temple 
and in the Synagogue, — -and Was worshiped aa 
one person by our Lord in the presence of his 
disciples and of the people: ''I thank thee, 
Faihef, Lord of heaven and earth.** And to this 
day, the descendants of those to whom the true 
Grod was revealed, hold Him to be one. Had 
Jesus, whose business it was to teach and to 
preach daily in the Synagogues and in the 
Temple, his peculiar doctrine, taught that the 
God of Abraham existed in three persons, it 
would surely have been mentioned by the 
Evangelists; for nothing could have so struck 
these authors ; nothing could have been so as- 
tonishing to the Jews; and nothmg could have 
produced so great a commotion in their Syna- 
gogues. But instead of that, we hear hhn say, 
fluotin^ from their law, " Hear, Israel, the 
Lord our Gp# is one Lord." Mark xii : 29. 
St. Paul, in^s jt^aye^s for the propagation of 
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the new religion, went continually into the 
Jewish Synagogues, in different parts of the 
world, to preach the Gospel. He was thrust 
out sometimes ; but not for declaring this doc- 
trine. If he had preached that the Gtod of the 
Hebrews was in three persons, and, of course, 
that Jesus was one, can it be possible that he 
would not have always been thrust out, or that 
there should be no record that he ever was, for 
such cause? 

Every one who reads the Scriptures, must 
feel, must acknowledge, that there is a superior- 
ity given to the Father. This appears contm- 
uallyj it cannot be denied. Is there a man in 
the world who has read the New Testament 
that can deny this? The very idea that there 
is a Son sent and a Holy Spirit given, plainly 
speaks it. This, then, is an end of the propo- 
sition of the creeds — nothing can be superior 
to, and yet be the same with, the inferior. 
That would be, not a mystery, but a contra- 
diction, lu St. Peter's sermon, ( Acts ii.) 
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when the Gospel was first preached after the 
resurrection, attended by the miraculous gift of 
tongues, so that the people of the nations might 
understand it, and when three thousand were 
converted and baptized, there is no mention of 
such a subject ; and it is impossible that those 
who heard him, could from his recorded lan- 
guage, have had any notion ' of such a doctrine 
as that set forth in the creeds. Had it been a 
part of the Christian faith, we should have ex- 
pected it here. So in the tenth chapter of Acts, 
when Peter preached to the neighbors of Cor- 
nelius — the first preachmg to the Gentiles 
separately — there is notiiing said which could 
give the least intimation to those people, who 
were also converted and baptized, that there 
was such a doctrine belonging to tue Gospel 
of Christ. 

It may be said that the doctrine of the trini- 
ty was too abstruse to be preached by Peter on 
these occasions — that the people could not 
have understood him ; that it might have hin- 
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dered the acceptance of the Grospel. If this 
t^ere true, it would show plainly that it cannot 
be an essential article of faith ; for " To the 
poor the Gospel is preached;*' "the common peo- 
ple heard him gladly;" and the religion of 
Christ does especially bring peace and joy to 
the humble and the untaught and unintellectual. 
We cannot consent to the doctrine of the 
trinity as stated in the creeds, because it can- 
not be supported without the admission as a 
fact, that to the Mernal and Infinite God, the 
Maker of all Worlds and Systems of Worlds, 
there is annexed, or united, a human body and 
SOUL ; for, if Jesus was not a man, in body and 
soul, as well as the Infinite Jehovah, then his 
prayers to the Father, and his often repeated 
declarations of his inferiority and separate 
existence, leave no place for such a doctrine. 
It must have been humanity only that prayed 
and spoke, as the creeds would have it, or the 
argument is over. These two natures, one of 
weakness, and perishing in pain and death, and 
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the other the Sublime Majesty and Beatitude 
of God, must have been united in one person, 
in one consciousness — impossible as it is to 
imagine it — or the Saviour was in his per- 
son — his existence — not the Self-existent Be- 
ing of Eternity. 

If the doctrine of the trinity, as written in 
the creeds of men, had been an essential faith 
of the Grospel, we think it must have been 
declared by our Lord himself, and by his Apos- 
tles, in plain language ; and not left to be eked 
out by ingenious polemics — a baffling enigma. 
If this had been a fact of the Gospel of Christ, 
we cannot believe that our blessed Lord (we 
speak with reverence) would have left it in 
such perplexing obscurity. 

The history of Christianity shows beyond 
doubt, that there was no such doctrine in the 
Church in the ages immediately succeeding the 



In the venerable formula called the Apostles' 
Creed, the oldest known — older than the NiceiaA 
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or the Athanasian, — though no one now pre- 
tends it was composed by the Apostles, — there 
is no mention of a trinity ; but the contrary is 
the plain reading of the instrument. It is 
decidedly Unitarian. 

Indeed, putting all other argument aside, the 
very thought of Deity excludes the trinity of 
persons. God is a Self-existent Being. There 
can be but one self-existent being; for He 
must in His nature be infinite and undivided; 
and from Him must all other beings, or persons, 
or things, proceed. 

These are some of the reasons why, although 
we heartily believe in the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, yet we do not hold the 
doctrine of the trinity as it is stated in the 
creeds of men. We hold firmly to the strict 
unity of God. " To us there is but one God 
the Father, of whom are all things, and we in 
Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are 
all things and we by Him." 1 Cor. viii: 6. 
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II. In the next place, although we do not 
acknowledge the doctrme of the trinity, yet let 
us make a short inquiry as to what the Scrip- 
ture doctrine is in regard to the character of 
Christ. 

The Scriptures call Jesus the Son of Ood; 
" the only begotten Son which is in the bosom 
of the Father.*' It is not possible to conceive 
of any higher rank of derived being than is 
implied by these expressions. No language 
that we could think of, could so powerfully ex- 
press the Saviour's nearness to God — the 
divinity of His nature. The mystery of His 
existence we cannot fathom; we can have no 
conception of its origin in the course of eternity; 
or of the impartation of the Divine Power. "It 
pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness 
dwell." According to the Scriptures, the 
power that He exercised on earth, was the 
power of God. His acts were thtT'aots of God. 
It was the Father working by Him. His salva« 
tion wrought out for man, was wrought by God, 
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was the salvation of Grod, properly and wholly, 
according to the declaration of our Lord him- 
self. 

As to his existence before he appeared among 
men, it seems to us that the sacred writings do 
show this fact. The whole tenor of Scripture 
places the Lord Jesus Christ altogether above 
an inspired man. It would be tedious to quote 
all the passages which so exalt hiuL Throw 
aside all speculations of philosophy, read natur- 
ally as you do any other writings, looking for 
facts stated, and it seems plain to us, any reader 
will acknowledge that in the body of the New 
Testament, Christ is presented as no prophet, no 
angel — no being but one next to Qtod is held 
forth to men. " Wherefore, when he cometh 
into the world, he saith, sacrifice and offering 
thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou pre- 
pared me." .... "Then said he, Lo, I 
come to do Thy will, God.'' Heb. x: 5, 9. This 
language expresses that a previous being comes 
from another place to dwell in a body made 
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here — a body is prepared; not a soul. The 
miraculous generation of Jesus, as stated in the 
Evangelists, indicates that he was not a mere 
man, but higher than a man; and seems to be 
the fulfilment of the prophecy quoted from the 
Psalms by the author of Hebrews. 

Our Lord continually represented himself as 
having been seni. " He that believeth on me, 
believeth not on me, but on Him that sent me." 
"For I have not spoken of myself, but the 
Father which sent me. He gave me a conmiand- 
ment, what I should say, and what I should 
speak.'' John xii. ''Jesus knowing that the 
Father had given all things' into his hands, 
and that he. was come from God and went to 
God." John xiii. "I came out from God." 
" I came forth from the Father and am come 
into the world; again I leave the world and 
go to the Father." John xvi. In this chapter 
it is stated by the disciples as a matter of faith, 
to believe that he came forth from God. Now, 
every man and every creature does, in one 



24 UOTTARIAN VIEWS. 

sense, come forth from God ; and if this were 
the sense to be understood, there would be no 
reason for our Lord's dwelling upon this fact 
so continually, or for any belief on the part 
of the disciples. But it is a matter of 
faith in the disciples of Christ; and In the ma- 
jestic prayer of the Saviour in the seventeenth 
chapter it is again presented in the sublime con- 
nection with the glorification of the Son of God. 
"And this is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom 
Thou hast sent. I have glorified Thee on the 
earth, I have finished the work which Thou gav- 
est me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Thou 
me with Thine own self, with the glory which I 
had with Thee before the world was." Befer- 
ring to his disciples, the prayer proceeds, " Now 
they have known that all things whatsoever 
Thou hast given me are of Thee. For I have 
given unto them the words which* Thou gavest 
me J and they have received them, and have 
known surely that I came out from Thee, and 
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they have believed that Thou didst send me. 

He is placed above angels in the first chapter 
of Hebrews ; and whether the author means in 
his quotations from the Psalms to use them 
only as illustrations of his meaning, or to refer 
to them as prophecies speaking of Christ, he 
applies them so as to show that he deems the 
Saviour the highest of all derived beings. 

St. Paul says in Col. i: 15-19, "Who is 
the image of the invisible God, the first born 
of every creature. For by Him were all things 
created that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers ; all things were created by Him, and 
for Him : and He is before all things and by 
Him all things consist ; and He is the head of 
the body, the Church : who is the beginning, 
the first bom from the dead ; that in all things 
He might have the pre-eminence. For it pleased 
the Father that in Him should all fulness 
dwell." 
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He had power to forgive sins, and he worked 
5iiracles» in his own name. He has grace to 
dispense to his disciples, as so often expressed 
by St. Paul in. his benedictions; and glory for 
ever and ever is made the ascription to him by 
St. Peter, and St. Paul, and Revelation. 

Whatever may be the just interpretation of 
the passage quoted from the Golossians, it is 
evident that it was meant to express that 
Christ is, in some sense, next to God in 
pre-eminence, and that his existence is derived 
and his power conferred by the "Father," 
the "Invisible Grod;" just as when Jesus says 
in the last chapter of Matthew, "All power 
is given me in heaven and in earth," it is a 
strong expression of his pre-eminence, though 
it is evident from the context that it is a 
moral power for the protection of his follow- 
ers and the government of his Church. And 
it is equally evident that the power he has is 
" given " by another; and He who is the source 
of "all power," cannot divest himself so as 
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to be left neutral and helpless in the uni- 
verse. 

When our Lord declared to his disciples 
that he was inferior to his Father, it was at 
once the strongest declaration of his superi- 
ority to man; for there could have been no. 
possible motive for such a declaration to the 
disciples, if he were a man such as they — to 
say that God is greater than a man, affords 
no instruction. 

We, then, as Unitarians, instead of detract- 
ing from the elevation of the Saviour, would 
contemplate his exaltation as a Divine Person 
beyond the imagination of man to conceive. 
"iVb man knoioeth the Son, but the Father'* 

III. We believe then in Christ as possessed 
of this exalted nature, as being indeed the 
Son of the living Grod. 

The doctrine of two natures in Christ is 
nowhere mentioned in the Scriptures; but it 
was resorted to, to uphold and complete the 
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trinity doctrine of the creeds begun at the 
Council of Nice. It originated in a semi-bar- 
barous age; and it was established in its 
present form at a time when strife and per- 
secution, bloodshed, banishment, and death were 
the agents by which religious opinions were 
enforced on mankind. The Council of Ephe- 
sus, which had this doctrine under considera- 
tion, was marked by the beating of a bishop 
in the church where it was held, so that he 
died of his wounds. The judgment of this 
Council not being satisfactory to the Western 
bishop, a Council was called at Nice in Bi- 
thynia to re-consider the subject. That the 
new emperor and empress might be able to 
exercise their immediate influence, it was ad- 
journed to Chalcedon, opposite Constantinople, 
where the control of the imperial authority 
established the doctrine of the two natures, as 
we now have it, as there is every reason to 
believe from the history of that Council. 
Its establishment was <ittended by a sen- 
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tence of banishment of the bishop of Alexandria, 
executed by the emperor, and the condemna- 
tion of Eutyches, who was not summoned, not 
present, and not heard. Is such a tribunal a 
fit authority over the faith of American Chris- 
tians in 1854? 

The doctrine established by this body in 
the year 451, is thus set forth: "That in 
Christ ttoo distinct persons \natures] were united 
in one person, and that without any change, mix- 
ture, or confusion." " That he was truly God and 
truly man." "Never to be divided," says 
the second article of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. "And continueth to be God and 
man, in two distinct natures, and one person 
forever," says the Westminster Catechism. 
The natures are in no manner commixed; for 
that would make a being who would neither 
be God nor man, — but still they make one 
person; that is to say, they are united so as 
to be one, but they are not tmited! We un- 
derstand that a person is distinguished by 
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will, mind, consciousness. If there be a na« 
tore that has a separate mind, will, motive, 
consciousness, understanding, it is not the same 
person with, that other which has not this 
mind, will, consciousness, understanding. But 
if they are united so as to have one mind, one 
thought, will, understanding, consciousness, then 
they are one, identical — this is what we un- 
derstand by person. Now, it is a downright 
contradiction to say that God's nature can be 
united to man's nature and become one person ; 
and still, have separate consciousness. They 
cannot become one person any more than in- 
finite can be made finite. God is eternal, 
infinite, omnipotent, omniscient, the creator of 
all things, incapable of suffering, perfectly hap- 
py — He holds the universe in His hands — He 
is the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever ; 
it is but to state an absurdity in the strongest 
form, to say He was indissolubly united with 
the nature of man, with imperfect knowledge, 
weakness, subject to sorrow, to disease and 
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death. But it is not less absurd to say they 
still retain these opposite qualities and are one 
person — not even divided, but one at the death 
of the cross. And we insist on stronger tes- 
timony than the V votes of councils formed of 
fallible and sometimes intolerant men, in an 
unenlightened age, before we can admit that 
such an impossibility is inculcated as a sound 
doctrine of the Bible. The nature of things 
must stand unchanged by the decrees of men. 
Shall any one say, " All is possible with Grod," 
and therefore you say too much when you say 
it is an impossibility: we say no: God has 
so ordered that there cannot be any contra- 
diction in His government. He cannot make 
it light and dark in the same place, or a thing 
to be and not to be at the same time. 

A comparison is sometimes made between 
the union of our bodies and spirits, and two 
natures in Christ. But this is merely delusive. 
There is no analogy. We are composed of 
soul and body, but we have one nature, one 
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person, one consciousness — our bodies have 
weiglit, solidity, Jength, shape; we know not 
that our souls have; but there is no corUra- 
diction in their union; and here is the fallacy 
in the comparison; here is the entire want of 
analogy. In the one case there is an assem- 
blage of incompatible qualities; in the other 
there is no incompatibility, but natural union. 
This doctrine of the two natures unques- 
tionably makes two persons; for one does still 
remain with the limited intellect of man, and 
subject to weakness, while the other is the 
omniscient and omnipotent God; if one fills 
immensity, and is beyond the imagination of 
the other to conceive; or if one even thinks 
what the other does not, they are two. The 
doctrine is just so esteemed by those who hold 
it; for they say that when Jesus spoke of his 
inferiority, of bis want of knowledge, etc., he 
spoke in his human nature ; that when he suf- 
fered pain, it was in his humanity; when he 
aid, **My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
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Boly GhoBt," is also stated. We cannot im- 
agine baptism with a person» althongh it is 
plain there is here a figure of speech ; there- 
fore, we tliink the purifying power or infla- 
eace of Glod is meant. And the Apostles were 
so baptized at Pentecost. Acts 1:3^. ^ And 
he breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Beceive ye the Holy Ghost." John xz: 22. 
''Have ye received the Holy Ghoet since ye be- 
lieved % " Acts ziz : 2. '' The Holy Ghost came 
on them." verse 6 ; '* That they might receive 
the Holy Ghost." ''And they reeemd the 
Holy Ghost." Acts viii: 15-17. Our Lord 
said, '' How much more shall your Heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him 1 " In Acts x : 38, St. Peter says : " How 
Gk>d anoirUed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghost and with power;'' and in the- 44, 45, 
and 47 verses it is said : " While Peter spake 
these words the Holy Ghost fOl on aB them 
whioh heard the word," and <^ on Hie Genifles^ 

also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost," 
4 
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and "which have received the Holy Ghost." 
Sts? Paul, in 8th Bomans, speaks of the Spirit 
of Him who raised up Jestts from the dead, 
dwelling "in you," etc. 1 Cor. iii: 16. "The 
Spirit of God dwelleth m you." 

1 John iv: 3. " Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
Gtoi^ Every spirit that witnessei^ that Jesus 
Christ is come in tlie flesh is of God." In this 
the Apostle surely means the influence that is 
slirrinj^ in our hearts, that bears testimony of 
Christ; and in the sixth verse he speaks of the 
spirit of truth and the spirit of error, in the same 
categ(Hy, which excludes the idea of person. 
And further, in this chapter he says : " Here- 
by know we that we dwell in him and he in 
us, beoause he hath given us of his Spirit, and 
we have seen and do testify that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world." 
Now, here is an impartation of the Spirit, or 
a portion of it given us, and it is used in the 
saa». sense as the spirit of truth, and as tiie 
Comforter referred to by Jesus in the Evan- 
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gelists. In all these passages, (and others 
might be mentioned,) it seems to us, the Holy 
Spirit is spoken of so surely and distinctly, not 
as a person, but as a power, influence, or im- 
partation, that we have sufficient explanation 
of the words when used in the 12th of Mat- 
thew, 3d of Mark, and 12th of Luke, before 
quoted. 

As mentioned in Ist of Matthew and 1st of 
Luke, 35th verse, no man dare say that mord 
was meant than the power of God, 

If there are any stronger expressions in the 
Scriptures in favor of the doctrine of the per- 
sonality of the Holy Spirit than those first 
referred to, we do not remember them. The 
7th verse of the 5th chapter of 1 John is 
deemed spurious by biblical scholars, both 
Trinitarians and Unitarians. And we ask, 
where is the evidence to a rational mind, (that 
does not take things for granted because oth- 
ers say so,) of this personality, and of the 
person being, not the Father, but the same a 
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the Father — one with him — a third person in 
a trinity 1 Is it in the nature of things ? No* 
Is it to be found in the old Scriptures? No.. 
Is. it to be found in the belief of the Hebrew 
people, who received and kept these oracles? 
No. — ^And even the Shekinah of the tabernacle 
and the temple was but a presence and glory 
of God. — Is it to be found in the declarations 
of our Lord or his Apostles? No. Is the 
decree of the Council of Constantinople, eu: 
forced by acts of barbarous tyranny, sufficient 
to. convince the intelligent inquirer of this age 
of .enlightened, as it is of independent, thought ? 
No. To such as hold to the infallibility of 
the Ecumenical Gounpil, composed of whatever 
material it may have been, it is consistent, not 
only to hold this, but anything else it may 
have written down; but to us who rely on 
the Bible, and the common sense and men- 
tal advantages that God has given us, it is not 
sufficient, but opposed to the sources pf truth. 
But Unitarians do believe in the Holy Spirit 
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as imbuing our souls with good,' testifying to 
our hfiarts of the Lord Jesus, saving us from 
our sins, and turning us to God our Father. 
The great truth of the presence, power, and 
influ6nc6 of the Holy Spirit is to us of unut- 
terable importance. It is a truth full of con- 
solation and hope. It lies at the foundation 
of all spiritual religion. Without it religion 
'would become mere formalism, and regenera- 
tion — that new birth, that spiritual renewal 
without which one cannot enter the kingdom 
of heaven — a meaningless term. 

And we hold that His Holy Spirit is extended 
to every man, because God is impartial, and 
is the Father of every man; and we do not 
believe that a certain portion of his children 
ate elected without any reference to good works, 
and that no others are redeemed by Christ — 
that "the rest of mankind God was pleased 
to pass by, and to ordain them to dishonor and 
Wrath" — *'fore-ordained to everlasting death." 
Westminster Con., chap, iu., sec. 3, 5, 6, 7. Sucbi 
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an impeachment of the Almighty Parent fills 
the soul with unutterable horror! 

V. We are compelled to appeal to Scripture 
and reason from the creeds of men, on anoth- 
er subject. Christ is the Redeemer of the 
world. He came to call sinners to repentance ; 
to reveal the true God as the Universal Father 
of love and mercy ; to declare the enormity of 
sin; the forgiveness of God to them who re- 
pent and turn away from their trftns^essions ; 
to save all men from sin and its consequences, 
by his sublime life and precepts ; by his death 
and resurrection; and to bring "life and im- 
mortality to light through the gospel." He 
came not to work for us a salvation by ap- 
peasing the anger of God ; but he came on a 
message of love — his whole life, his teach- 
ings, his example of obedience, humility, and 
piety, his reliance and whole trust in God; 
his sufferings, his death, and his resurrection, 
were an offering for us. 
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We tare not saved by his death alone. Ger- 
tainly the Scriptures do dwell npon his death 
with peculiar importance as a means of salva- 
U(m ; bat it pleased Gk)d that we should have 
his teachings, and the instruction of his holy 
life also, as means to save us. ** For if when 
we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son; much more, bdng 
rec(mciled, we shall be saved hy his life.*' Rom. 
T: 10. His death and resurrection were the 
seals of his divine mission. His resurrection 
is dwelt upon by St. Peter and St. Paul as 
H. necessary as his death. Without it preach- 
ing is vain, and faith is vain, and '* ye are yet 
in your. sins." 1 Cor. xv. chap. " It is Christ 
that died, yea, rather, thai is risen again, wlio 
is even at the right hand of God, who also 
makelii intercession for us.'' Bom. viii : 4. <*Was 
raised again for our jusUfieation.'' Bom. iv: 25. 
fiee 2, 10, 17, 26 chapters of Acts. " The like 
igure whereunto even baptism doth ieiIso now 
ttve tts, (not the putting away the filth. ^ 
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the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God,) by the resorreoti^m . of Jesus 
(airist." 1 Peter iii : 21. ^ 

The Saviour says: "I lay down my lift, 
that I m^kt take it again:' John x : 17. >" It 
behoved Ohrii^t to suffer and to rise &om tfee 
dead the tiiird day, that repmUaiMe amdtemH$- 
sioni^ sUu 9i»Hld U prtacM in: ]d$. name mnm/tff 
M natian$, beginning at Jerusalem." ZiUk# xni. 
ohapter. Him hath God exalted to be a FiuMe 
and a Saviour, to give rq>eiUunce to Israel a^d 
forgiiHMSs of 9\n9j' Acts v: 31. = .'. 

Bui Mi death was necesemy on accatmi of mtr 
tfUM. And when we oa$Ueff^laie h$9 mffmrinft^ 
hraught ahoiU ly our treme^r^nom, O^ wkmt -pm 
^pinmfully imjoreee uawith the atefulneee t^ mm! 

The creeds of men represent. the Deity as 
angry for a violation of his law, and d^maad- 
ing satisfaction lor the violation^ so that tl^e 
Iww might be upheld. They teach that Gad 
would not, or could not, pardon, according to 
his government, without , a satiafaetionj that 
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Christ was " crucified, dead, and buried, to rec- 
QBfiile Us Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, 
not only for original guilt, but also, for actual 
sins^f men." 2 Art. Church of Englaxid. Ilie 
WestmiBister Confession says, ikat by the sac- 
rifice of) himself, etc., he '' hath fully satisfied 
the jast&oe of his Father, and purchased Bot 
OBly reconciliation," etc.* 
•: Uai^ians hold that, according to the Scrip- 
tuiefifi our Heayenly FatJier was always placa- 
ble ; WSB always ready, willing, wd able, with- 
Oiii TiolatioA of his law, to forgive us our sins, 
cm r^[>eiitaBce and turning to him. That no 
satidiactkm was ever demanded, or could have 
been made. What is meant by satis&ction to 
God for the sins of men ? Are not these words 
without meaning 1 God was always merciful 
aa now. " His mercy endureth forever." If 

* We Wider if thoBe* who liold timt ChrSst was God, fh« game As 
the Fattier, do not see the i]icon8i8te]i9y of Jiis haiving siAdi* a afVb> 
isfhet ion to himself Even little children can aee this is a contra- 
diction. Uie aame penon cimnoi be payorand payee. It ia vm- 
leas to lay this satlsfiM^ion by one person to the same one person, 
la a^nyatevy. it fv tto mystery, but a teked eontradictloB. - - 
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there is anything that we are fsaxejs stated 
in the Bible, it is the absolute law of Gtod 
declared in that book, that ** if the wicked 
will torn from all his sins that he hath oon- 
mitted, and keep all my statutes, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he ^all surely Uto, 
he shall not die.'' Ezek. xviii. '^Let tiie 
wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and let him return unto tiiie 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him ; aiid 
to our Gk)d, for he will atoidantly pardon.'' 
Isa. Iv: 7. "For thou desirest not saorifioe; 
else would I give it; thou delightest not in 
burnt offering. The sacrifices of Gk>d are a 
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O 
God, tiiou wilt not despise." Ps. li: 16, 17. 
Bepentance and remissions of sins was, as 4t 
is now, the law of the unchangeable QoA. No 
sacrifice of the Old Testament was made io 
procure pardon in itself, unless it were only of 
a ritual offense. An oblation could not change 
Ood. It could not make any compensation. 



UNITARIAN VIEWS. 59 

or any benefit to him, or, in any possible 
sense, be of any valiie to him. It was of 
value to, and operated on, the party who made 
the sacrifice. It reminded him, (and others,) 
of the wickedness of transgression, of the ne- 
cessity of obedience, and of the forgiving 
power and mercy of God. Let us not mistake 
the meaning of sacrifice; surely no one can 
believe that the smoke of incense of the old 
ceremonial could, in itself, affect the Grod of 
Heaven. "In burnt offerings, and sacrifices 
for sin thou hast had no pleasure." Heb. x: 6. 
Gk)d was not reconciled to men by the obla- 
tion of the altar, but men were reconciled to 
Grod by returning to him; and they found par- 
don of sin in his inflexible law, when they did 
return. 

There is no such statement in the New Tes- 
tament (u that Ood toas reconciled to man by the 
death of Christ; or thai Christ satisfied the 
Jtistic^ of his Father, and purchased reconcili- 
ation. Gk)d loved and pitied the sinner, "\\YLft 
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as a father pitieth his children ; "he demanded 
nothing to reconcile him; he asked no satis- 
faction of an innocent being for the guilty. 
This '* satisfaction " is a crude notion of such 
men as believed that God was such a being 
as made and appointed some men absolutely 
to eternal damnation ; it is part of what they 
called a "plan of salvation." It is a plan, 
but of their own invention — they had no word 
of God for it. They put man's vindiction, and 
selfish, stubborn exaction into the heart of that 
Infinite Parent, who bends over us in a fath- 
er's mercy and care ! 

How could that satisfy that God who "j& 
Lave f " His law was not like our law, founded 
on policy, * and demaxiding a penalty to satisfy 
and uphold its authority, and to deter those 
who see the guilty punished. We cannot see 



*B7 ''polii^^we do not mean mere expediency. Law has a 
broader basis. But we mean to refer to that nicbssitt of looking 
to the end idmed at, which hinds all goremments of men. God's 
law is a perfect rule to every indiridual man, under all ciroum* 
stanoes— a system of OmnSselent vprightness. 
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when men do repent in their hearts. He can. 
Our law must deter by punishment; and it 
withholds forgiveness, even when assured of re- 
pentance. He has no such necessity, no such 
law. His mercy and his justice are the same ; 
and when men separate them, they detract from 
God, and compare Him to themselves. Our 
justice, founded on policy, must be separate 
frQm mercy. But we would not exact, as a 
satisfaction, the punishment of the innocent, to 
purchase mercy for the guilty. " Shall mortal 
man be more just than God ? Shall a man be 
more just than his Maker ? " 

We r^ect the doctrine that God was recon- 
ciled to us, or that a satisfaction was made. 
These impeach the love and mercy of our Father 
in Heaven. Our Lord's words are plain : " For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him, 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world, but that the world through 
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him might be saved." John iii : 16, 17, The 
Scripture says, we were reconciled to God. Bjcftn* 
V : 10.» " And all things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Ohrist, and 
hath given us the ministry of reconciliation, to 
wit: that God was in Christ reconciling tiie 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespass- 
es unto them; and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation. Now, then, we are am- 
bassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us : we pray you in Christ's stead, be 
ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; thai we mghi 
be made the riffhieousneee of God in him.** 2 Cor. 
V. 18-21. Not to satisfy or reconcile God, 
but that we by his gospel, sealed by Ms death, 
might be made righteous in repentance and 
following him. 

* Th« word atonement only oecnrs onoe in the common Bni^iah 
translation of the New Testament. The original word means roo- 
onoiliation, and it ii so translated in every other place. And 
where the word is rendered atonement* it is said : *' We have now 
received the atonement '" — not that it had affected <3od. Kom. ▼: 11 
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We reject the doctrine that Adam's trans* 
gression was imputed to ns, and we were guilty 
<rf It This is nowhere found in the Scriptures; 
it te utifeasonable,' it is impossible ; and it im- 
^peaehes the justice of Gtod. It would make 
God a tyrant, and not a merciful Father. The 
<iriykial notion that w$ could sin by another, be- 
^or$ vm had an exiatenc4, is merdy absnrd, Grod 
made us as we are — imperfect and liable to 
sin. As our Maker, he loyed us, and made 
it otir law to repent of this sin and forsake itj 
and he made it Bis law, that, on repentance 
and returning to him, he would forgive. He 
never said he wanted any other reconciliation 
to us but this. He has told us '' He is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sms." 

But the creeds tell us, that by man's cor- 
rupt nature, inherited from Adam, " he is ut- 
terly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite 
unto all that is spiritually good, and wholly 
inclined to all evil, and that continually;" and 
that "the fitU brought upon nlanldnd the loss 
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cies to evil ; and fostering a divine growth, 80 
that babes shall be Christian babes, then Chris- 
tian youth, and Christians in maturity ;— wheth- 
er with these views, which at once reveal a 
sacred trust of duty to the church as well as 
the hotne, the practice of onr churches is al- 
together consistent as a general thing? 

Be this as it may, we present the state- 
ment simply which we have made. We have 
departed, and churches of other denominations 
have departed, in this from the beaten track 
of our fathers, and perhaps for the better; still 
we believe it ought to be the object of the 
church of Christ to " bring the young," — upon 
whom the moral hope of the world, as well 
as that of our churches themselves, depends — 
"to Christ," by all the sanctions of her au- 
thority and influence ; and that in the absence 
of other means — if indeed other means, and 
better adapted to the end, could be found — the 
sanctions of her authority ought to be given, 
and the strength of her influence ought to be 
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made to rest upon and be felt in the Sunday 
School, as her fitting nursery; and that this 
obligation rests with peculiar weight upon 
ourselves, as it is certain that our peculiar 
sphere is more emphatically that of growth 
than conquest. 

We discard the false issues and unjustifia- 
ble proceedings of modem revivalism. What 
then remains for us but to forestall its necessity 
by better methods and a more living way, if 
we should shun the sad result of building up 
churches with little or no other religious life 
in them, than such as may be too justly char- 
acterized in the words of Sidney Smith, as a 
" decent debility." And though it may be our 
great endeavor to turn men from sin to holi- 
ness, and lead them to the reconciling grace 
of God in Christ, we must look to the young 
for the formation of right religious characters 
—for that reformation in progress and growth, 
which is the hope of the church and the world, 

and which shall be permanent and life-giving 
6 
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as the reign of Christ on earth. 

The term Sunday School, (for these and 
(ither reasons,) does not truly represent the 
fitting character of these nurseries of the church 
and of religious life in the church. 

It was applied to an institution originally 
intrinsically different in character — an insti- 
tution established for the purpose of impart- 
ing ordinary instruction to pauper children. 
It does not import that devotional element, or 
represent that directness and concentration of 
holy influence which should characterize and 
pervade these Schools. But though our chil- 
dren in general are not in need, as were those 
for whom Sunday Schools were originally es- 
tablished, of ordinary instructions in secular 
knowledge, the system as a means of impart- 
in religious instruction, has by unanimous con- 
sent been adopted. And well that it is so, 
as every other direct connection with them, 
and hold upon them, on the part of the church, 
seems to have been parted with, or absorbed 
into this. 
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Therefore, to approach particularly the ob- 
ject before us, your Committee earnestly rec- 
ommend, that the Conference take the interests 
of these Sunday Religious Schools under its 
fostering cai'o; that there be matured and 
presented to our churches, such suggestions 
as shall truly embody and represent the im- 
portance of the subject, and such recommend 
dations as shall best promote their effiiciency 
as a means of grace to the "little ones" of 
the household of faith, and ultimately to our 
children's children. We ask that the Confer- 
ence set its seal upon them definitely, as the 
nurseries of those elements and principles which 
stamps them with a positively religious char- 
acter and . aspect, w;ith reference to the forma- 
tion and development of religious faith and 
affections in the young. 

Furthermore, believing that this is what we 
should aim to accomplish, your Committee 
suggest, First, As requisite apd necessary, in 
order to give our Sunday Schools the efficiency. 
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which they ought to have ; that pastors beand 
become — if indeed they are not — pastors 
in an especial manner, of this branch of the 
church, aimhig to bring under their watchful 
care and vi^lant control all its interests and 
exercises. Second, That children be taught 
in these schools, and elsewhere, and impressed 
with the conviction that they are of the king- 
dom of heaven and church of Christ, not born 
out of it, but into it; to grow up in the lov- 
ing nurture and fearing admonition of the Lord. 
Third, Also, that teachers be persons of reli- 
gious character and experience, who, by their 
indwelling faith and devout frame of mind, are 
rendered capable' 6f imparting to the young 
the hreaA of Life. And lastly, to secure this 
more ftilly and effectually, that Hftore strictly 
religious and devotional exercises are desirable 
and necessary. 

Your Committee, in regard to this last sug- 
gestion, can only say, after some experience, 
during which they have had the charge of the 



I 
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exercises of this branch of the church, that 
its importance I\as been fully demonstrated, 
as interesting the young, for there is no part of 
the exercises with which they enter with nwre 
willing heartiness — as developing in them, le- 
gitimately and properly, devotional feelings, 
giving them a religious bias, and helping them 
to realize that they are participants in public 
religious worship. 

The oixler of exercises adopted has been 
more in the form of worship than otherwise. 
The exercises have been more those of a reli- 
ligious assembly than as, in any sense, a school. 
This has been the order: an introductory ex- 
hortation or address, reading and responses, 
prayers in which all unite; then prayer individ- 
ually offered in behalf of children and teachers; 
after which are hymns, instructions, and ben- 
diction. 

What appejirs to be needed for immediate 
and general use, is a manual of devotion, em- 
bodying substantially this form, or^' something 
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like it, adapted to children, with hymns and 
appropriate tunes set to them. 

The form generally indicated is our own. The 
hymns we have used are of another denomi- 
nation, which, in some respects, are excep- 
tionahle. We have not been able to procure 
a book of this sort, nor do we know of any 
in existence ; certainly none such as in every 
respect — or even in most respects — meets our 
idea of what one should be. We therefore 
respectfully suggest, First, That the Confer- 
ence procure a work of this sort, for general 
use ; and if not otherwise to be obtained, that 
a committee be appointed to prepare one. 
Second, That the series of works embodying 
a systematic course of instruction, recently 
edited and published in Boston, be procured 
and recommended to our churches. And Third, 
That hereafter the statistics of our Sunday 
Religious Schools, together with all Other mat- 
ters of interest appertaining to them, be annu- 
ally reported ; as a source of general interest ; 
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as a stimulus to healthy improvement; and 
that due consideration may be given to tho 
subject All of which is respectfully submit- 
ted by your Committee. 
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